
Second in a series of profiles of Shafter City 
Council candidates running for three open 
seats on Tuesday, Nov. 5. Other articles can 
be found on The ShafterPress.com.

VERONICA JACUINDE
The Press and Tribune

Gilbert Alvarado has served Shafter 
for almost two decades as a city coun-
cilman, including one term as mayor. 
He hopes to be re-elected to the council 
to see the city continue to thrive and to 
play a role in that process. As a commit-
ted public servant, he has demonstrated 
a passion for public service and wishes 
to continue the work he has already set 
in motion.

He believes he is the right candi-
date: “It is my heart, my testimony, my 
fruits. I am a very approachable person, 
and I am honest and fair.” His vision for 
Shafter is to cultivate economic devel-
opment, expand public safety and ed-
ucation, support small businesses and 
grow housing. “Because growing hous-
ing is all connected. Without housing, 
you don’t get the brand-name business-
es like a Walmart or a Home Depot. My 
vision is to develop housing, support 
small businesses and attract more big 
businesses to town.”

What he enjoys most about being 
a councilman is his ability to help oth-

ers. “I am able to do that, and I can help 
everyone, especially the underdogs. 
Unfortunately, the underdogs don’t get 
treated the same, but because of my po-
sition, I can help the underdogs. And I 
have people even coming to my house 
for help. And I do thank the Lord I can 
help them.”

Alvarado was raised in Oxnard and 
moved to Shafter in the late 1990s. He 
works for the Semitropic Water Storage 
District and has been there for 18 years. 
Before that, he spent about eight years 
in the oil industry with McJunkin. Al-
varado first became involved in politics 
as a coach for the Shafter Recreation 
and Parks District. When his wife start-
ed working full-time, he became more 
engaged in his children’s education, 
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Alvarado wants to continue the work

Gilbert and Martha Alvarado have enjoyed 
the close-knit community of Shafter for more 
than 25 years.

VERONICA JACUINDE 
The Press and Tribune   

This Nov. 5, the Wasco community will 
have the opportunity to vote on Measure 
D, a bond that would bring significant 
changes to the Wasco Union High School 
District. The measure has garnered sup-
port from many educators and residents.   

"School safety is one of the primary fo-
cuses of this bond measure,” Wasco Union 
High School District Superintendent 
Kevin Tallon explained. “There are var-
ious areas that are unsafe when it comes 
to temperature and ventilation due to a 
lack of air conditioning. The bond would 
allow the district to build a new gymnasi-

um with air conditioning, ventilation and 
safer locker rooms."   

The Wasco High School gymnasium, 
which is over 70 years old, has never had 
air conditioning. With Wasco's tempera-
ture exceeding 90 degrees for more than a 
third of the year. 

The bond also would  provide funds 
to upgrade Career Technical Education 
classrooms and secure the west side of the 
campus with fencing. The ag farm does 
not have restrooms or a classroom, and a 
successful bond would help relocate it to 
a recently purchased parcel of land closer 

JAMIE STEWART
For The Shafter Press

Shafter will be expanding the Police Department’s  
drone capabilities in the near future after a vote by the 
City Council Tuesday night.

The council approved the department’s Drone Pro-
gram after a presen-
tation from Sergeant 
Storm Kincade, the certified drone pilot for the Shafter 
police, to do the presentation for the council on the pro-
gram.

Kincade said that the department has purchased a DJ 
Mavik 3T drone, which is a multiuse drone that will ben-
efit the safety of police and the public. According to Kin-
cade, the drone has a 4K video and still camera, as well as 
heat-seeking capabilities. It has a thermal camera, which 
has heat signatures, as well as a loudspeaker that can make 
announcements when needed. 

The department is also looking into acquiring two 
smaller drones that would be used for indoors, such as 
clearing houses, relieving the need of an officer to enter 
the building or residence first, putting him or her in dan-
ger.

The drone also has the capability of transmitting the 
data it is recording to other locations, such as headquar-
ters, or officers’ vehicles. The $13,900 program includes 
the drone, batteries and chargers.

The council applauded the program, and Mayor Chad 
Givens said that this is a much-needed program. “I have 
been pushing for the Drone Program for a year now, so I 
am very excited to see it realized,” he said. “I would like 
to have more than one, but due to the licensing, I under-
stand that it may take some time.”

Kincade mentioned that he is the only licensed pilot 
of the drone in the department, but he said that there 
are other members of the department who are interest-
ed in becoming involved in the program, but Kincade did 
say that the Federal Aviation Administration process is 
lengthy.

In other council action, the council discussed a reso-
lution that would give each council member $4,000 that 
they could allocate to a community event that is consid-
ered as a public event.

Mayor Pro-Tem Cathy Prout and Councilmember 

Shafter PD gets 
approval for 
Drone Program

VERONICA JACUINDE
The Press and Tribune

The Wasco City Council Tues-
day night approved a new Police 
Activities League coordinator 
position to establish and manage 
the program, as well as oversee the 
development, execution and de-
livery of youth programming and 
initiatives.

“This person will assist with all 
police department grants, particu-
larly those focused on youth, and 
manage the day-to-day operations 
of the PAL building, including the 
calendar, property maintenance 

and facility use,” Assistant City 
Manager Maria Lara explained. 
“Parents and kids can stop by to 
learn about the programs and re-
sources available through the PAL 
program.”

She emphasized the impor-
tance of the role, saying, “For our 
youth and the future of this com-
munity. We want to invest in our 
youth and their future.”

The PAL building is current-
ly undergoing remodeling. City 
Manager Scott Hurlbert provided 
an update, “They’ll be starting on 

the drywall soon, and the electri-
cal is mostly done. There are still a 
couple of months’ worth of work 
before it’s finished.”

With the position's approval, 
Hurlbert said, “We will open up 
the recruitment within the next 
week or two, accept applications 
and conduct interviews until we 
find the right candidate.”

October was proclaimed Na-
tional Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month, and the local North 
Kern Chapter, Líderes Campesi-
nas Comite Norte, was recognized 
for the significant impact it has 

Council approves PAL 
coordinator position

Members of North Kern Chapter, Líderes Campesinas Comite Norte, with Councilmember Gilberto Reyna, 
Mayor Pro Tem Eddie Saldaña, Mayor Valentin Medina and Councilmember Miguel Raya. 

The Career Technical Education construction classroom would be modern-
ized with funds from Measure D.

Career ed, gym would benefit from bond
See COUNCIL Page 3
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SHAFTER
As reported by the Shafter Po-

lice Department 
OCT. 7
Luz Veronica Perez, 49, 

of Shafter, was arrested at 7th 
Standard Road and Zachary 
Avenue on an outside agency 
warrant.

Travis Dean Marchant, 
42, of Shafter, was arrested in 
the 100 block of West Lerdo 
Highway for failing to provide 
to car insurance and on an 
outside warrant.

OCT. 8
Daniel Monterrosa, 20, of 

Shafter, was arrested in the 
500 block of Martha Avenue 
driving without a license, 
evading a peace officer with 
wantonness and wrong-way 
driving.

OCT. 9
Marc Anthony Ayala, 30, of 

Shafter, was arrested at Man-
nel and Merced avenues on a 
bench warrant/failure to ap-
pear on a misdemeanor charge.

Christopher Alexander 
Estrada, 19, of Shafter, was 
arrested in Taft for a lewd act 
with a child, fondling and 
lewd acts with a child under 
14 years of age.

BUTTONWILLOW
As reported by the Kern 

County Sheriff’s Office, Button-
willow substation:

OCT. 8
Jose Jonathan Rodriguez 

Carranza, 39, of Bakersfield, 
was arrested at the intersec-
tion of Milan Road and Im-
perial Street for possession of 
narcotics for sale, possession 
of a controlled substance, 
petty theft, driving without 
a license and application of 
transparent material to win-
dows. He was booked into the 
Kern County Jail.  

Adalberto Garcia Ramirez, 
47, of Wasco, was arrested in 
the 16000 block of Magnolia 
Avenue in Wasco for making 
criminal threats, negligent 
discharge of a firearm, resist-

ing/obstructing an officer by 
force, brandishing a firearm, 
resisting/delaying a peace 
officer, possession of a load-
ed firearm not by owner and 
possession of high-capacity  
magazines.  He was booked 
into the Kern County Jail.  

OCT. 9
Geovanny Quevedo Gar-

cia, 34, of Bakersfield, was 
arrested at Twisselman and 
Shelco roads in Lost Hills for 
grand theft of fruit and con-
spiracy to commit a crime.  
He was booked into the Kern 
County Jail.  

Cesar Ramos, 38, of Ba-
kersfield, was arrested at 
Twisselman and Shelco roads 
in Lost Hills for grand theft of 
fruit and conspiracy to com-
mit a crime.  He was booked 
into the Kern County Jail.  

WASCO
As reported by the Wasco Po-

lice Department:
OCT. 7
Elyssa Santillano, 26, was 

arrested in the 2000 block of 
Highway 46 for battery on 
a peace officer, battery on a 
person and obstructing or re-
sisting a peace officer. She was 
booked into the Lerdo Justice 
Facility. 

Steven Andrew Martinez, 
21, was arrested in the 1900 
block of Shamrock Court 
for second-degree burglary, 
carrying a concealed dirk 
or dagger, vehicle theft, 
obstructing or resisting a 
peace officer, disorderly con-
duct, possession of burglary 
tools, and on a misdemean-
or bench warrant. He was 
booked into the Lerdo Jus-
tice Facility. 

OCT. 8
Roberto Bonilla Jr, 21, was 

arrested in the 700 block of 
F Street on a misdemeanor 
bench warrant. He was cited 
and released on the scene. 

Daniel Alejandro Marti-
nez, 31, was arrested in the 
1200 block of 1224 Lily Street 

for possession of unlawful 
paraphernalia. He was cited 
and released on the scene. 

Brice Patterson, 36, was 
arrested at the intersection of 
8th and F streets on a misde-
meanor bench warrant. He 
was cited and released on the 
scene.

Oscar Leon Jaramillo, 32, 
was arrested in the 900 block 
of 9th Street for possession of 
unlawful paraphernalia. He 
was cited and released on the 
scene.

Kaneasha Renee Sharp, 
41, was arrested in the 300 
block of Poplar Avenue for 
possession of a controlled 
substance and possession of 
unlawful paraphernalia. She 
was booked into the Lerdo 
Justice Facility. 

OCT. 9
Juan Domingo Rodri-

guez-Patino, 29, was arrest-
ed in the 1000 block of Lily 
Street for driving under the 
influence of alcohol. He was 

booked into the Lerdo Justice 
Facility. 

Troy Butler Jr, 31, was 
arrested in the 900 block of 
Oak Avenue for felony parole 
violation. He was booked into 
the Lerdo Justice Facility. 

Victor Adame, 21, was 
arrested in the 1900 block of 
Highway 46 on a felony bench 
warrant, a misdemeanor 
bench warrant and possession 
of unlawful paraphernalia. He 
was booked into the Lerdo 
Justice Facility. 

Sandra Ann Castillo, 59, 
was arrested in the 1000 block 
of Poso Drive for possession 
of a controlled substance. She 
was cited and released on the 
scene.  

OCT. 10
Lizandro Duarte Leon, 

26, was arrested in the 700 
block of F Street on a misde-
meanor bench warrant. He 
was cited and released on the 
scene.
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Community Calendar
The Shafter Press and Wasco Tribune encourage local organizations to let the public know 
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Mystery history

Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of the 
Shafter Historical Society. If you know the loca-
tion, circumstances, exact or rough date and/
or people in the photo, send your educated (or 
semieducated) guess to The Press, 455 Kern St., 
Suite E, Shafter, CA 93263, or e-mail it to mys-
teryphoto@The ShafterPress.com. Winners will 
be revealed here next week. LAST WEEK: The 
original Shafter Depot location on Central Avenue 
and Central Valley Highway.

Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of the 
Wasco Historical Society. If you know the loca-
tion, circumstances, exact or rough date and/
or people in the photo, send your educated (or 
semieducated) guess to the Tribune,  455 Kern 
St., Suite E, Shafter, CA 93263, or e-mail it to 
mysteryphoto@WascoTrib.com. Winners will be 
revealed here next week. LAST WEEK: The first 
theater in Wasco, called Wasco Hall, was built in 
1912. It is now a church.

SHAFTER

ARREST REPORT

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Ground-breaking ceremony – Shafter Rec-

reation and Park District having a celebratory 
ground-breaking ceremony for the new Commu-
nity Sports Complex on Thursday, Oct. 24, begin-
ning at 10 a.m. at East Ash and Golds Avenue. 

Shafter Historical Society – Annual meet-
ing Thursday, Oct. 24, 7 p.m. at the Shafter 
Police Station Conference Room, 201 Central 
Valley Hwy. Speaker is Dr. Mike McCoy, direc-
tor of the Kern County Museum.

Halloween fun – Shafter Trunk or Treat 
Saturday, Oct. 26, 4 p.m. at Community Park. 
Free candy while supplies last.

Harvest Festival – Shafter Lions Club’s 
trunk ‘n’ treat Wednesday, Oct. 30, 1150 E. 
Ash Ave., at the old Correctional Holding Fa-
cilities, at 6:30 p.m.

Harvest Festival – Shafter Church of God, 
18473 S. Shafter Ave. Saturday,  Oct. 19, 3-7 
p.m. Everything is free: food, candy, games, 
popcorn and prizes.  For info, contact Pastor 
Sandra Dunlap 661-910-4745

Park ribbon cutting – Veterans Memorial 
Park celebration Thursday, Nov. 7, at 749 7th 
St., Wasco, at 10 a.m. Refreshments and proj-
ect tours following the ceremony at the new 
downtown plaza.

16th Annual Christmas Tree Display – 
Shafter Depot Museum presents “The Lights 
of Christmas!” If you want to set up a tree or 
know of anyone who does, contact Stepha-
nie, 661-330-8769, or Stan, 661-747-0324, 
for more information. We love community 
involvement and accept last minute entries. 
Setup for the display will be the first week of 
December. Trees will be on display Saturdays, 
Dec. 14, 21, 28 and Jan. 2, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

ONGOING
Wardrobe for Wildcats — Semitropic 

School is seeking donations to provide two 
full uniforms, school t-shirt and school sweat-
shirt to each Semitropic School student for 
the 2024-25 school year. All donations will 
directly benefit students at the school and are 
tax deductible.Bring a donation directly by the 
school at 25300 Hwy. 46 in Wasco or contact 
Melody Gebhardt at 661-746-4439.

PRIDE Pantry donations needed – Help 
hurting families at Shafter High through do-
nations of  personal hygiene items, clothing, 
household items and nonperishable food. 
Drop off at the school office, 526 Mannel Ave.  
Call Katie Young at on-campus intervention, 
661-746-4961.

MONDAY
North Kern 4H – Meetings are held at Karl 

Clemens cafeteria at 7 p.m. the second Mon-
day of the month.  For more information, con-
tact Chris at 661-809-2851.

Richland School Board –  Meetings are 
held the second Monday of the month at 6 
p.m. at Golden Oak Cafeteria, 195 S. Wall St.

TUESDAY
Senior Sack Program – First and 3rd Tues-

day of each month at 11 a.m. at the Griffith 
Avenue Baptist Church in Wasco.

Shafter Recreation and  Parks District – 
Meetings the second Tuesday of the month at 
505 Sunset Ave., the Shafter Senior Center.

Shafter City Council – Meetings the first 

and third Tuesday of the month at City Hall, 
336 Pacific Ave.

Wasco City Council   – Meetings first and 
third Tuesday of the month. Meetings are held 
at 746 8th St. at 6 p.m.

Wasco Woman’s Club – Meetings at the 
clubhouse, 1601 7th St., on the second Tues-
day of the  month. There is a $15 fee for the 
lunch meetings.

Senior Food giveaway – Westside Family 
Fellowship hosts free senior food giveaway ev-
ery fourth Tuesday of the month, 9-10 a.m., 60 
or older (ID required). 2150 Palm Ave., Wasco.

WEDNESDAY
Shafter Rotary – Meetings at 7 a.m. at the 

Shafter Veterans Hall. 
Shafter Kiwanis – Meetings Wednesdays at 

12 p.m. at the Shafter Veterans Hall.
Shafter Woman’s Club – Meetings are held 

the first Wednesday of the month, September 
through May, starting at 11 a.m. at the Shafter 
Youth Center, 455 Euclid Ave.

THURSDAY
Wasco High School Board – Meetings the 

second Thursday of the month at 1900 7th St. in 
Room 202, or alternatively in Library Room 1101. 
Visit wuhs.wascouhsd.org for agenda information.

Wasco Recreation and Park Board – Meet-
ings on the third Thursday of the month at 6 
p.m. at the Hall at Barker Park.

Food distribution – Shafter Recreation and 
the Gleaners have food distribution every first 
and third Thursday of each month at the W.C. 
Walker Senior Center, 505 Sunset Ave.

Free farmers market – Westside Family Fel-
lowship hosts fourth Thursday of the month, 
8-10 a.m. 2150 Palm Ave., Wasco.

FRIDAY
Food giveaway – The Impact Program is a 

weekly food giveaway provided to anyone in 
need, Fridays beginning at 7 a.m. First come, 
first served. Griffith Avenue Baptist Church, 
408 Griffith St., Wasco.

Bulky waste pickup – American Refuse of-
fers free bulky waste pick-up service Fridays to 
all City of Shafter core residents. To schedule a 
pickup, use the app or call 661-758-5316.  No 
sabes que hacer con esos articulos de basura 
grande? Llame a American Refuse 661-758-
5316 o use su aplicación  para programar una 
recojida de estas articulos. Este servicio es 
gratis para todos los residents de la ciudad de 
Shafter (core residents).

SATURDAY
Depot Museum – Shafter Historical Soci-

ety presents the city’s history. Free admittance. 
150 Central Valley Highway. Open Saturdays, 
11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Green Hotel tours – Shafter Historic Green 
Hotel is open to tours on the first Saturday of 
each month from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. For more in-
formation about renting the hotel for events, 
email thegreenhotel@gmail.com or phone 
661-746-1913 and leave a message.

Minter Field Air Museum – Open Fridays 
and Saturdays 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at 401 Vultee, 
Shafter. Admission free, donations accepted.

Wasco Museum – Open every second Sat-
urday of the month, 1-3 p.m., at 918 6th St. 
Free to the public. Wasco High School arti-
facts from over the last 100 years are featured.

WASCO

See ARREST Page 3

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
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1071 7th Street
Wasco, CA 93280-1933

Bus: 661-758-5164
www.ruthramos.net
ruth.ramos.iy9w@statefarm.com
Insurance License #0C65654 

Ruth Yazmin Ramos

Call, click or stop by today 

Local service
& great rates
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VERONICA JACUINDE
The Press and Tribune

The Shafter Rotary Club will host a 
Ghost Tour on Sunday, Oct. 27, offering 
a fresh take on local legends and stories 
never before shared. This unique event, 
designed for a 21-and-over crowd, prom-
ises to blend spooky tales with a touch of 
humor, ensuring an entertaining experi-
ence.

Blake Goehring, a Rotarian of 18 years 
and one of the event's tour guides, brings a 
special flair to the role. Having previously 
worked at Disneyland's Jungle Cruise in 
Anaheim, he developed a love for leading 
expeditions and showing people a good 
time. Goehring is also part of the planning 
committee. "We wanted to do something 

fun," he said. "We'll start at 6 p.m. at The 
Green Hotel with a social hour – appetiz-
ers and drinks – followed by a hotel tour. 
At 7 p.m., we'll board a Maple School bus, 
which we'll have dressed up, and head into 
town to visit historical locations like the 
Shafter Depot, the Shafter Cemetery and 
a few other undisclosed spots where you'll 
hear ghost stories – some true, some fic-
tional. By 8:30 p.m., we'll be back at the 
hotel, wrapping up by 9 p.m."

With only 50 tickets available, the 
event will offer an intimate atmosphere. 
Tickets are $30, and all proceeds will ben-
efit the Shafter Rotary Club. They can be 
purchased through any Rotarian.

The tour also will shed light on the 

town's darker history. "There will be some 
history on real-life events that happened 
in Shafter," Goehring explained. "It's going 
to be both entertaining and educational."

Goehring noted that ghost tours are 
popular in other cities and offer a unique 
twist on history. 

He encourages the community to par-
ticipate. "It's going to be worth people's 
time. It'll be entertaining and informa-
tive, giving people a chance to see Shafter 
in a different light. It's unique to Shafter, 
bringing a sense of community and en-
gagement. We're really excited about it. 
If you've ever been on a ghost tour, you 
know it's a good time—it's another fun 
way to enjoy the community."

For more information, email Goehring 
at blakegoehring@gmail.com.

VERONICA JACUINDE
The Press and Tribune

Grace Community Church offers an 
engaging weekly program, "Kid Zone," on 
Wednesday nights from 6 to 7 p.m. The 
program features a meal, games, singing 
and a Bible story, all free for kids in transi-
tional kindergarten through 5th grade.

Judy Bocker, who helps run the pro-
gram, said, "We love being active with the 
kids and keeping them busy playing hock-
ey, spending time on the playground, and 
enjoying the hula hoop, basketball and 
relays."

The church has organized Kid Zone 
for the past six years. "This year, we have 
Loren Grant leading the Bible stories. He 
was previously involved with the AWANA 
program and uses PowerPoint to make the 
stories memorable. It's really exciting to 
hear the Bible stories from his perspective. 
This year, the children are learning about 
God's plan for us through the Bible."

Special events are planned, including a 

"Glow Night" on Oct. 30, with glow sticks, 
glow-in-the-dark paint and fun crafts. 
Bocker encourages all children from the 
community to attend, regardless of their 
faith. "The children that have been coming 
enjoy the interaction with other children 
and the adults who give them a lot of at-
tention and love. Kids come from differ-
ent schools and get to know other kids, 
play with them and make new friends."

She added that the Kid Zone program 
benefits children in various ways. "Kids 
benefit because they learn that they have 
been created for a special purpose, that 
no matter what, God loves them and has a 
plan for them, and they learn how they can 
be a part of God's plan."

Children also develop valuable skills 
through their participation. "One thing 
they develop is their interactional skills 
and how to communicate with others. 
Some who come may be English learners 
and will become more confident in inter-

acting with people and building on their 
English skills. They learn responsibility 
after meals when they must clean up after 
themselves and the skills of being respect-

ful towards one another and adults."
Parents express gratitude for the pro-

gram. "They are very thankful for it and 
feel their children benefit from it by learn-
ing these Bible stories and bonding with 
these other kids."

Bocker highlights success stories: 
"There are two kids in particular who have 
been coming for at least five years. I've 
watched them grow from being very shy 
to confident, talkative and truly outgoing. 
I've seen them blossom over the years. 
This speaks to the profound impact the 
program can have on the children."

Students can enroll anytime. "We have 
kids that come every week and others that 
come in and out because of other activi-
ties, but kids are always welcome. Regis-
tration is easy and only requires filling out 
an emergency contact information form. 
There is no fee, and there are no prerequi-
sites for enrollment."

Grace Community Church is located 
at 1544 7th St.. For more information, call 
Bocker at 661-747-3364.

VERONICA JACUINDE
The Press and Tribune

St. John the Evangelist Parish is gear-
ing up to host its 2024 Harvest Festival 

on Sunday, 
Oct. 20. The 

annual event has become a staple in the 
community, offering a festive gathering for 
families and friends to enjoy. Organized by 
Councilmember Gilberto Reyna, who has 
served as event chairman since 2015, the 
festival has been a significant fundraiser for 
the church for more than two decades. "It 
is an opportunity to come together, and it's 
a fun afternoon for everyone," Reyna said.

The festival consistently draws large 
crowds, and this year promises to be no 
different. Attendees can look forward 
to performances by popular bands Los 
Rebeldes del Ritmo, Edición Reservada 
and singer Jessica Alberto. In addition, 

members from the W.C. Walker Senior 
Center in Shafter and Líderes Campesi-

nas will entertain with enthusiastic dance 
routines, while DJ Sound Guys will spin a 

mix of popular music genres in both Span-
ish and English, along with country tunes. 
"With such a selection of lively music, you 
will want to hit the dance floor and show 
off your best moves," Reyna said.

As always, food will be a major high-
light, with an array of dishes on offer. Op-
tions will include traditional favorites such 
as pozole, menudo, tacos de carne asada 
and al pastor, and tamales. Guests can 
also indulge in treats such as chili cheese 
fries and grilled chicken, corn on the cob, 
aguas frescas, buñuelos, fruit cocktails, 
tostilocos, flautas, enchiladas and a variety 
of desserts. "There will be something for 
everyone to delight their culinary senses," 
Reyna promised.

The Harvest Festival will be on the St. 
John's school grounds across from the church 
at the corner of Sunset Street and Griffith Av-
enue from 12 to 6 p.m.  For more informa-
tion, contact Reyna at 661-565-6956.

Tyler Slayton 
Manager

Commercial and Agricultural loans
Local Credit Decisions
Preferred Small Business Administration Lender (SBA)
15+ years serving the Shafter community

From Page 2
ARREST REPORT

WASCO
As reported by the Wasco Po-

lice Department:
Armando Chavez Villasa-

na, 29, was arrested at the in-
tersection of Highway 43 and 
Kimberlina Road for driving 
with a suspended license. He 
was cited and released on the 
scene.

Jose Garnica, 35, was ar-

rested in the 25700 block of 
Riverside Street for obstruct-
ing or resisting a peace officer, 
evading a peace officer, and 
on a felony arrest warrant. He 
was booked into the Lerdo 
Justice Facility.

Tanya Fraticelli Jimenez, 
35, was arrested in the 25700 
block of Riverside Street for 
obstructing or resisting a 
peace officer. She was booked 

into the Lerdo Justice Facility.  
OCT. 11
Mauricio Antonio Alcala, 

19, was arrested in the 800 
block of E Street for reckless 
driving. He was cited and re-
leased on the scene.

Jacob Felix-Noriega, 23, 
was arrested at  Highway 46 
and Famoso Road for par-
ticipating in an illegal speed 
contest, reckless driving and 

excessive speed. He was cited 
and released on the scene. 

OCT. 12
Daniel Alejandro Marti-

nez, 31, was arrested in the 
1200 block of Lily Street for 
possession of unlawful para-
phernalia. He was cited and 
released on the scene. 

Stephan John Smith, 31, 
was arrested at 7th Street and 
Griffith Avenue for driving 

without a valid license and 
under an expired registration. 
He was cited and released on 
the scene. 

Abel Araujo Jr, 34, was ar-
rested at D and 8th streets on 
a felony bench warrant. He 
was booked into the Lerdo 
Justice Facility.

Jose Juan Reyes, 26, was 
arrested in the 900 block of D 
Street for disorderly conduct: 

alcohol. He was booked into 
the Lerdo Justice Facility. 

OCT. 13
Marcos Villagran Cabrera, 

31, was arrested in the 1200 
block of 1200 G Street for 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol, obstructing or resist-
ing a peace officer and evad-
ing a peace officer. He was 
booked into the Lerdo Justice 
Facility. 

Wolfgang H. Renken OD Inc
1301 Seventh Street, Wasco, CA 93280

(661) 758-6320

• Eye Examination

• Primary Care

• Eye Glasses

• Contact Lenses

“Because life is worth seeing”

 

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

Join the fun at church's Kid Zone
WASCO

WASCO

Music, food, fun set for Harvest Festival

Rotary to host Shafter's first Ghost Tour
SHAFTER

Shafter Rotary Club and Ghost Tour com-
mittee member Blake Goehring aimed 
to organize a memorable event for the 
community.

A group of girls hang out in the Kid Zone 
playground after their meal. 

Last year’s musical group was a big hit with the attendees. 

made in the community to help end do-
mestic violence. The organization, made 
up of farmworkers, has spent the last thir-
ty years supporting farmworker women.

Outreach Worker Yesenia Acosta said, 
“I am happy to be recognized by the city, 
and together we will stop domestic vio-
lence. Many of the women here tonight 
are survivors of domestic violence. If they 
could overcome it, you can too. We are 
here to be the bridge that guides you with 
programs and resources to help you regain 

the confidence and strength to live a life 
free of violence.”

Mayor Valentin Medina added, “To-
night’s proclamation is a recognition of 
the great work Líderes Campesinas do 
throughout our community. They are 
advocates for vulnerable groups. They 
made a strong and loud presence tonight 
by wearing aprons telling stories of local 
women who survived domestic violence. 
Each one telling their unique story with 
visual representation, which spoke louder 
than words. I commend them for the work 

they do in being a safe space for those that 
need it most.”

Acosta said the group will have a march 
and vigil on Tuesday, Oct. 29, at 5 p.m. in 
Shafter at St. Therese Catholic Church, 
300 W. Lerdo Hwy. There will be hot 
chocolate, pan dulce and a play. “We invite 
you to join us in the fight against domestic 
violence,” she said. More information is 
available by calling 661-438-6254.

Lieutenant Alecio Mora reported on 
the Wasco Police Department. “From Oc-
tober 1 to October 15, officers generated 

81% of the department’s activity, staying 
active in the streets. They are making pos-
itive contacts and trying to curb behav-
ior through education and enforcement. 
Over the last two weeks, they conducted 
139 traffic stops but issued only 29 cita-
tions.”

He also shared a recent investigation 
update: "While investigating a commer-
cial burglary, we recovered $25,000 in sto-
len goods from two previous burglaries. 
This shows that officers are following leads 
and ensuring thorough investigations.”

Council approves PAL coordinator position
From Page 1
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VERONICA JACUINDE
The Press and Tribune

October is Domestic Violence Aware-
ness & Prevention Month, and the Shafter 
Woman's Club is raising awareness 
through its “White Ribbon” campaign. 
These ribbons, displayed around Shafter, 
symbolize the city's support for eliminat-
ing domestic violence against all individu-
als. The club is dedicated to shedding light 
on domestic abuse, promoting advocacy, 
and fostering support for survivors.

Barbara Gladden, the club's recording 
secretary, has led this project for five years. 
"We put white ribbons downtown on the 
trees to raise awareness that it is Domestic 
Violence Awareness & Prevention Month. 
In a couple of places, we have signs that say, 
‘Stand Up Against Domestic Violence.’ ”

The campaign also encourages peo-
ple to take a pledge to never to commit, 
excuse, or stay silent about sexual harass-
ment, sexual abuse or domestic violence 
against others.

Another crucial part of the club’s ef-

forts is its outreach at Shafter High School. 
"During lunchtime, we set up a booth en-
couraging students to stop by and take the 
pledge. We provide resources for them. 
Many students know someone who has 
been a victim of abuse. Given the high sta-
tistics, chances are they will know some-
one, so it's important they understand not 
to stay silent and to tell someone. Students 
get a sticker and a white ribbon if they take 
the pledge."

Their presence on cam-
pus also serves as a plat-
form to distribute valu-
able educational resources 
to counselors, forming a 
partnership that has been 
established over the years 
and has undoubtedly made 
an impact.

A highlight of the cam-
paign was a proclamation 
they received from the city 
on Tuesday when the City 
Council took the pledge 
and officially recognized 
October as Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness & Preven-
tion Month. "I thank the 
council. They are taking 
a stand against domestic 
violence in our commu-
nity. I'm proud of our city 
council for doing that. 
It's spreading the word, 
which is what this month 
is about."

Gladden emphasized 
the significance of Domes-
tic Violence Awareness & 

Prevention Month to the 
Woman's Club. "Because 
abuse is never ok. A lot 
of us are moms, and the 
effect it has on children 

in abusive homes cannot be ignored. One 
in 15 children is exposed to intimate part-
ner violence each year, and 90% of these 
children are eyewitnesses to what is hap-
pening. So, they are not only exposed, but 
they also see it. You can imagine the im-
pact it has on these kids."

"Also, often, this violence goes unre-
ported, but the woman feels stuck like 
there is nothing she can do or nowhere 
she can go."

She added that in rural communi-
ties, there are fewer resources available. 

"In Shafter, the only accessible resource 
is calling the Police Department. Some 
families don't call the police out of fear it 
will make the problem worse, so they stay 
silent. In Bakersfield, they have more re-
sources. They have the Justice Center and 
The Open Door Network, and both are 
equipped to work with victims of domes-

tic violence."
If you are the victim of domestic violence 

or know someone who is, call the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-
SAFE (7233) or TTY 1-800-787-3224 any 
time. Calls are free and confidential, and the 
hotline has access to interpreters who speak 
over 200 different languages.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Wasco City Council is recruiting one (1) individual to 
serve on the Wasco Parks and Recreation Board due to 
the resignation of the appointed member, Miguel A. Raya, 

to fill the remainder of the term through November 30, 2025. 
Members are nominated and appointed by the full City 

Council. They must be residents of the City throughout their 
term and attend a monthly meeting. 

Applications are available online on the City website: 
https://www.cityofwasco.org/FormCenter/

Applications-9/Commission-Committee-Board-
Application-50

Applications will be accepted for submission until the open position is filled.

For further information and assistance regarding this 
appointment, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at      

(661) 758-7215 or by email at cityclerk@cityofwasco.org

•  Estate Planning and Administration
•  Probate and Probate Litigation
•  Real Property and Business Law
•  Civil Litigation

Experienced and
dedicated.

661.325.5075  •  www.dwlaw� rm.com
Hayden Building  • 1626 19th Street, Suite 23 • Bakers� eld, CA 93301

TIGER CHASE

S A T U R D A Y

FOOD VENDORSMUSIC

S T A R T  0 9 . 0 0  A M 526 MANNEL AVE.,  SHAFTER, CA

SHAFTER HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTS

FOR INFORMATION & REGISTRATION VISIT SHAFTER.KERNHIGH.ORG

OCT. 26, 2024 SHAFTER HIGH

COLOR FUN RUN/WALK
Kick off Shafter vs. Wasco Week

with a Blue & Gold Color Fun Run!

Register by

October 3rd to

guarantee a

Tiger Chase

shirt!

GOOD V IBES

Tour 
Starts 
at the 
Green 
Hotel

Woman's Club fights domestic violence
SHAFTER

Priscilla Neufeld and Maria Faveraux participated in the 
Shafter Woman's Club's White Ribbon campaign, advo-
cating against domestic violence.

Shafter Recreation is looking for a part-time 
Senior-Adult Activities Coordinator.  

Candidates should have strong interpersonal and 
organizational skills, creativity, and experience 
working with senior adults. Bilingual in English 

and Spanish preferred.
Applications are available at our website 
shafterrecreation.com or at our office at              

700 E. Tulare Ave.
Call 661-746-3303 for more information.  

Deadline for applications is                           
Monday, November 4th. 

NOTICE OF VACANCY 
Interested persons are hereby notified that 

pursuant to Government Code 1780 there is a 
vacancy at the Shafter Recreation & Park 

District Board of Directors. 
The position to be filled is for a                                                                
term ending December 2023. 

The seat will go up for election or appointment on                              
July 18, 2022 for the final 18 months of the term. 

Applications are available at the
Shafter Recreation & Park District Office located at: 

700 E. Tulare Shafter, CA 93263 

Phone #: (661) 746-3303 

Website: ShafterRecreation.com 

Applications are due by: July 8th, 2022 
 This district board has 60 days from the date the board is notified of the 

vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, whichever is later, to fill 
the vacancy by appointment or call a special election. Gov. Code 1780. 

Pursuant to Government Code 1780, this notice will be posted for 15 
days at the Shafter Recreation & Park District Office, The Shafter W.C 

Walker Senior Center, The Shafter City Hall and the Shafter Press from 
dates June 23, 2022 to July 7, 2022.  
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2025 Wasco Tigers football
Friday, 8/23 at Porterville 7:30 p.m. L, 40-17
Friday, 8/30 Ridgeview 7:30 p.m. W, 22-14
Friday, 9/6 at Morro Bay 7 p.m. W, 32-28
Thursday, 9/12 Tehachapi 7:30 p.m. L, 36-8
Friday, 9/27 at Tulare Western 7:30 p.m. L, 23-15
Friday, 10/4 at Chavez* 7:30 p.m.
Friday, 10/11 Kennedy* 7:30 p.m.
Friday, 10/18 at Taft* 7:30 p.m.
Friday, 10/25 Delano* 7:30 p.m.
Friday, 11/1 Shafter* 7:30 p.m.
* League

W, 57-7
L, 35-14

2025 Shafter Generals football
Friday, 8/23 at Exeter 7:30 p.m. W, 22-14
Thursday, 8/29 Arvin 7:30 p.m. W, 56-13
Friday, 9/13 at Dos Palos 7:30 p.m. W, 41-38
Friday, 9/20 Edison 7:30 p.m. W, 50-12
Friday, 9/27 at St. Joseph 7:30 p.m. L, 30-28
Friday, 10/4 Taft* 7:30 p.m.
Friday, 10/11 at Delano* 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, 10/17 Kennedy* 7:30 p.m.
Friday, 10/25 Chavez* 7:30 p.m.
Friday, 11/1 at Wasco* 7:30 p.m.
* League

W, 28-0
W, 41-13

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

Fictitious Business Name 
Statement
Vive Bella

2024-B6084
299 E. Lerdo
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
299 E. Lerdo 
Shafter, CA 93263
Ana Laura Santana Soto
299 E. Lerdo
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
Date the business commenced: N/A
/s/Ana Laura Santana Soto
Date Statement Filed: 10/03/2024
Date Statement Expires: 10/03/2029
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: M Honesto
Publish Shafter Press October 17, 24, 
31, November 7, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
Backyard Games 2 Go

2024-B5695
10014 Silverthorne Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93314
County: Kern
10014 Silverthorne Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Shawn Christopher Pennel
10014 Silverthorne Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Lesley Ann Pennel
10014 Silverthorne Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93314
The business is conducted by: 
Married Couple
Date the business commenced: N/A
/s/Lesley Pennel
Date Statement Filed: 09/16/2024
Date Statement Expires: 09/16/2029
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: M Torralba
Publish Shafter Press October 10, 17, 
24, 31, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
MW Welding
2024-B6074

2913 Loch Fern Ct
Bakersfield, CA 93306
County: Kern
2913 Loch Fern Ct
Bakersfield, CA 93306
MWWelding LLC
2913 Loch Fern Ct
Bakersfield, CA 93306
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: 
Limited Liability Company*
Date the business commenced: 
02/22/2024
/s/Michael Wade, President
Date Statement Filed: 10/03/2024
Date Statement Expires: 10/03/2029
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: M Honesto
Publish Shafter Press October 10, 17, 
24, 31, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
Orion Transportation

2024-B5399
457 Mark Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
457 Mark Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
Ernan Roman Sanchez
457 Mark Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
Date the business commenced: 
06/13/2018
/s/Ernan Roman Sanchez
Date Statement Filed: 08/30/2024
Date Statement Expires: 08/30/2029
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: M Honesto
Publish Shafter Press October 10, 17, 
24, 31, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
General Testing Services

2024-B5883
28905 W. Lerdo Hey
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
1605 Glacier Way
Wasco, CA 93280
Higinio C Barraza
1605 Glacier Way
Wasco, CA 93280
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
Date the business commenced: 
11/07/2007
/s/Higinio C Barraza
Date Statement Filed: 09/24/2024
Date Statement Expires: 09/24/2029
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: M Cedeno
Publish Shafter Press October 10, 17, 
24, 31, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
Light Mortgages

2024-B5990
4600 American Ave W Ste 201
Bakersfield, CA 93309
County: Kern
407 N Maple Dr Ground 1
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
Uhler Mortgage Solutions Inc
4600 American Ave W Ste 201
Bakersfield, CA 93309
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: 
Corporation*
Date the business commenced: 
01/05/2016
/s/Donald U Paulino, President
Date Statement Filed: 09/30/2024
Date Statement Expires: 09/30/2029
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: M Cedeno
Publish Shafter Press October 3, 10, 
17, 24, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
EMORTGAGELOCK.COM

2024-B5989
4600 American Ave W Ste 201
Bakersfield, CA 93309
County: Kern
4600 American Ave W Ste 201
Bakersfield, CA 93309
Donald Uhler Paulino
4600 American Ave W Ste 201
Bakersfield, CA 93309
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
Date the business commenced: 
08/01/2024
/s/Donald Uhler Paulino
Date Statement Filed: 09/30/2024
Date Statement Expires: 09/30/2029
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: M Cedeno
Publish Shafter Press October 3, 10, 
17, 24, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business Name 
Abandonment Statement

Light Mortgages
4600 American Ave W Suite 201
Bakersfield, CA 93309
County: KERN
Mailing address of business:
407 N Maple Dr Ground 1
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
Uhler Mortgage Solutions Inc
4600 American Ave W Suite 201
Bakersfield, CA 93309
Business was conducted by: 
Corporation
/s/Donald U Paulino, President
Original FBN Statement File Number: 
2024-B4977
Original FBN Statement Filed on: 
08/12/2024
This statement of Abandonment filed 
on: 09/30/2024
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Cedeno
   Publish Shafter Press October 3, 10, 
17, 24, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business Name 
Abandonment Statement
EMORTGAGELOCK.COM

4600 American Ave W Suite 201
Bakersfield, CA 93309
County: KERN
Mailing address of business:
4600 American Ave W Ste 201
Bakersfield, CA 93309
Donald Uhler Paulino
4600 American Ave W Ste 201
Bakersfield, CA 93309
Business was conducted by: Individual
/s/Donald Uhler Paulino, Owner
Original FBN Statement File Number: 
2024-B5150
Original FBN Statement Filed on: 
08/19/2024
This statement of Abandonment filed 
on: 09/30/2024
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Cedeno
Publish Shafter Press October 3, 10, 
17, 24, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
Navi Boutique

2024-B5899
Navi New Beginnings Boutique

2024-B5900
Navi Wellness Studio

2024-B5901
17837 Brimhall Rd
Bakersfield, CA 93314
County: Kern
17837 Brimhall Rd
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Jasmine Christina Garcia
17837 Brimhall Rd
Bakersfield, CA 93314
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
Date the business commenced: 
09/24/2024
/s/Jasmine Christina Garcia
Date Statement Filed: 09/25/2024
Date Statement Expires: 09/25/2029
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: M Honesto

Publish Shafter Press October 3, 10, 
17, 24, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
Stealthvue Investigations

2024-B5806
5329 Office Park Center Ct., Ste130
Bakersfield, CA 93309
County: Kern
5329 Office Park Center Ct., Ste 130
Bakersfield, CA 93309
BPL Security, Inc.
5329 Office Park Center Ct., Ste 130
Bakersfield, CA 93309
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: 
Corporation*
Date the business commenced: N/A
/s/Brandon Long, CEO
Date Statement Filed: 09/19/2024
Date Statement Expires: 09/19/2029
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: M Torralba
Publish Shafter Press October 3, 10, 
17, 24, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
Homesmiles-Bakersfield

2024-B5481
2700 San Emidio St
Bakersfield, CA 93304
County: Kern
2700 San Emidio St
Bakersfield, CA 93304
Vigorelli Sorrisi Di Casa, Inc.
2700 San Emidio St
Bakersfield, CA 93304
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: 
Corporation*
Date the business commenced: N/A
/s/Thomas J. Vigo, President
Date Statement Filed: 09/04/2024
Date Statement Expires: 09/04/2029
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: M Torralba
Publish Shafter Press October 17, 24, 
31, November 7, 2024

JAMIE STEWART
For The Shafter Press

The Shafter High Generals football 
team improved to 2-0 in SSL play with 
a rout of Delano High 41-13 on Friday 
night in Delano. The Generals started a lit-
tle slowly, with one touchdown in the first 
quarter, with quarterback Maryion Sloan 
getting a 42-yard touchdown run to make 
the score 7-0.

Shafter extended the lead in the second 
quarter, getting another touchdown run 

from Sloan to go up 14-0. The Generals’ 
defense, which put up a shutout last week 
against Taft, allowed the Tigers to score just 
once in the first half, and once in the second 
half, after the game was already out of reach.

Shafter took a 21-7 lead into the locker 
room at the half. In the third quarter, the 
Generals scored another 20 points, giving 
them their second SSL victory. This week 
also saw the emergence of Cash Gutierrez, 
who was key in Shafter’s successful season 

last year, chewing up yardage, complement-
ing the passing game, along with Christo-
pher Espinoza. On Friday night, Gutierrez 
got two touchdowns, with a 12-yard run 
and a six-yard touchdown run, to go along 
with a couple of big runs for first downs. 

Another receiver that is picking up 
some yardage was Dylen Hatton, who had 
a key reception for a first down on one of 
the Generals’ scoring drives. This is the 
second straight week that Hatton has had 
a key reception.

Sloan didn’t need to pass in the game 

that much in the game, with the Generals 
piling up over 300 yards rushing on the 
night, including Sloan’s 205 yards on the 
ground, with three touchdowns.

A game that will go a long way in de-
termining the SSL championship will 
take place this Thursday night, when the 
Generals face off against the Kennedy 
Thunderbirds. Kennedy is coming off a 
35-14 win at Wasco, making Friday’s game 
a pivotal one. The winner of that game will 
be in the driver’s seat in the South Sequoia 
League race. Kickoff is slated for 7:30 p.m.

Delano takes a beating from SHS, 41-13
SHAFTER

JAMIE STEWART
For the Wasco Tribune

The Wasco High Tigers faced the Ken-
nedy Thunderbirds on Friday night, fight-
ing for a leg up in the SSL race. They fell 
short, though, with Kennedy scoring 21 
points in the second half, beating the Ti-
gers, 35-14. 

It looked like it was going to be a big 

night for the Tigers at the start of the 
game, as Hammie Lopez took a handoff 
on the first play on offense for Wasco and 
ran 72 yards for a touchdown and a quick 
7-0 lead.

The TBirds’ star running back, Jace 
Demacabalin, answered back with a 47-
yard touchdown run for Kennedy, tying 

the score. Lopez added more points be-
fore halftime, giving the Tigers a tie at the 
half, 14-14. But the Thunderbirds came 
out in the third quarter and put up anoth-
er 14 points in the third quarter, taking 
control of the game, despite outstanding 
work on the ground for Lopez, who end-
ed the game with 174 yards on 21 carries, 
also accounting for both of the Tigers’ 
touchdowns.

The Tiger defense couldn’t find an an-
swer for Demacabalin, who ran for 196 
yards on just 16 carries on the night. The 
win keeps the Thunderbirds unbeaten in 
the SSL, setting up a battle for the top spot 
up to this point with Shafter on Thursday 
night.

Wasco travels to Taft on Friday night, 
taking on the Wildcats with kickoff sched-
uled for 7:30 p.m. 

Tigers fall to Thunderbirds, 35-14
WASCO

Cash Gutierrez dives over the goal line for a TD. Andrew Avila puts the PAT through.

Pete Espinoza thought that with some-
thing like this, it might make the organi-
zations in town expect help, instead of 
having to raise funds for their own events, 
putting more responsibility on the city 

that should not be there.
Mayor Givens disagreed, saying that 

he does not think that the service clubs or 
organizations would not use the funds as a 
crutch, but just as a helping hand to their 
hard work.

The resolution would make it unneces-
sary for different requests for council support 
to be brought to the council in meetings, so 
they would not have to go through the whole 
process for each request before them.

In the end, the council decided to table 

the discussion and see what happens during 
the year, and maybe revisit the issue later in 
the year. They said that they were going to 
review what the city is spending on different 
events throughout the year and may decide 
on the policy at a later date.

Council expands Shafter PD Drone Program
From Page 1
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Ohtani is a stunning 2-year-old male 
husky with shiny white fur and sparkly 
eyes that  will  instantly melt your heart. 
He came to th Wasco Animal Shelter  as 
a stray and has been great with both our 
staff and other dogs. While we’re unsure 
if he’s house/crate trained, Ohtani’s sweet 
and friendly nature would make him  a 
wonderful  addition to your family. His 
behavior around children hasn’t been test-
ed, but he’s ready to be part of your life! 
Ohtani is available for adoption – don’t 
miss the chance to bring this lovable com-
panion home!

–Wasco Animal Shelter

 1  SHAFTER YARD SALE

MULTI-FAMILY Yard Sale: 
Saturday, Oct. 19th. 
7am-12pm. Name brand 
clothing, home décor, 
bicycle & little bit of 
everything. 1124 Weyand 
Way, Shafter.

1  WASCO YARD SALE

 2 AUTO/MOTORCYCLES
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, 
or SUV to assist the blind 
and visually impaired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the 

Blind Today at 1-844-491-
2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE 
to fund the SEARCH FOR 
MISSING CHILDREN. FAST 
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour 
response. Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction 
and No Emission Text 
Required! Call 24/7: 
1-877-434-6852 (Cal-
SCAN)

 3          CAMPER/RV
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pickup. All 50 states. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-855-408-
6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no 
deseado? Donelo a 
Patriotic Hearts! Recogida 
rápida y gratuita en los 50 
estados. Patriotic Hearts 
ofrece programas para 
ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar 
su propio negocio. Llama 
ahora: 1-855-408-7368 
(24/7) (Cal-SCAN)

 5       MISC. FOR SALE
Safe Step. North 

America?s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-989-5749 (Cal-
SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices – No payments 
for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. Call: 
1-877-252-9868 (Cal-
SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW 
Newspaper-generated 
content is so valuable 
it’s taken and repeated, 
condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, 
posted, copied, edited, 
and emailed countless 
times throughout the 
day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper 
Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-
6011 or email cecilia@
cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 

and losing market share 
is how businesses use 
their advertising dollars. 
CNPA’s Advertising 
Services’ power to 
connect to nearly 13 
million of the state’s 
readers who are an 
engaged audience, 
makes our services an 
indispensable marketing 
solution. For more info call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 
or cecelia@cnpa.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-
SCAN)

Attention: Viagra and 
Cialis Users! A cheaper 
alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special – Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. Call now: 
1-888-256-9155 (Cal-
SCAN)

 6          MISC WANTED
BE WARY OF out of area 
companies. Check with 
the local Better Business 
Bureau before you send 
any money for fees 
or services. Read and 
understand any contracts 
before you sign. Shop 
around for rates. 

 9               BUSINESS 
              OPPORTUNITY
BUSINESS FOR SALE: 
Profitable Garden Center/

Nursery business for sale. 
Located on a high traffic 
location in Odessa, TX. 
Established business for 
20 plus years. Owners 
looking to retire. Willing 
to train, serious buyers 
only, please. For more 
information call Monica 
at 432-230-1802 or 432-
362-0004. (Cal-SCAN)

 10             SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance – NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 
1-844-203-2677 www.
d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s . c o m /
calnews #6258 (Cal-
SCAN)

Consumer Cellular – the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees 

and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-844-
908-0605 (Cal-SCAN)

Struggling with debt? If 
you have over $10,000 in 
debt we help you be debt 
free in as little as 24-48 
months. Pay nothing to 
enroll. Call now: 1-877-
435-4860 (Cal-SCAN)

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION: A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major damage 
in your home. Our 
trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to 
protect your family and 
your home’s value! Call 
24/7: 1-888-248-0815. 
Have zip code of service 
location ready when you 
call! (Cal-SCAN)

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as 

little as one day. For a 
limited time, waving 
ALL installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. Offer ends 
12/29/24.) Call 1-833-
985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

17          REAL ESTATE
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 
for business purpose 
Real Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. Trust 
Deed Company www.

viploan.com Call 1-818-248-
0000. Broker-principal DRE 
01041073. No consumer 
loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Don’t Pay for Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Our 
home warranty covers 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. We 
stand by our service and if 
we can’t fix it, we’ll replace 
it! Pick the plan that fits 
your budget! Call: 1-855-
411-1731 (Cal-SCAN)

YARD SALE
Adult, kids clothes, 
shoes, toys, misc.

Saturday, Oct 19th
Sunday, Oct 20th

7am-2pm
1841 Orchid Ln,  Wasco

YARD SALE
Everything must go!
Saturday, Oct 19th, 

Sunday, Oct 20th. 6am-?
30519 Madera Ave, 

Shafter.

  17                                              REAL ESTATE

Buying or Selling? Call us!

661-758-6435
1701 Hw 46, Wasco CA 93280

Broker License #01746968

Lot in Lost Hills apprx 148x150
In the corner of Fresno St & Woodward St $159,000 

909 1st 4/2 Huge Lot  $359,000
2340 Sharon Ct 4/2  SOLD

1717 Hwy 46 - SOLD
368 Maple Ave - SOLD 
1033 Pistachio - SOLD

PO Box 802 • 1701 Hwy 46, Wasco CA, 93280
Office- 661-758-6435

Fax- 661-758-8010 • Broker Lic # 01746968

Anna Mellon
Wingate Real Estate Services • Wingateres.com

1617 1st - 3/1 • SOLD!
1109 Griffith Ave - 3/2 • SOLD!
624 Poplar Ave 3/1 • $299,000

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

WASCO
1/1 • $900-$975

3/1 • $1500
3/2 Pond Rd • $1550

SHAFTER 
Apt 1/1 • $900

  17                                              REAL ESTATE

Martinez
Home Repair &

Remodeling
Drywall, Electrical, Roofing, 

Framing & Painting
Miguel 661.340.5888

• Lawn Mowing
• General Cleaning
• Sprinkler Repair
• Professional Tree Trimming

Villalobos
Lawn 

Service

Licensed & Insured
661-900-3439 Espanol
661-817-2387 English

  17                                            REAL ESTATE

Jerome Preston
Realtor/CalBRE#01500105

661-342-6474
Jeromepreston7@gmail.com

Looking for 3 and/or 4 bedroom homes for buyers.
 Price range  $250K to $375K.  Please call me.

SOLD! - 562 Lerdo Hwy     
Commercial/Light Industrial Warehouse $260,000. 

Multiple tenants in place. Offers many options 

SOLD! - 2 half acre industrial lots -       
ASH AVE east of Beech. Adjacent to planned future 
sports complex. Buy one or both $150,000 each. 

Opportunity for new business. Call for more details

SOLD! - $307,000 - 300 Cross Street
3 bdrm, 1 3/4 ba on large corner lot

Irais Perez 
Lic# 02051930

661-421-0521
Se habla Espanol.

PENDING   
3608 Plaudit Drive, Modesto   

$889,000
5 bd (2 master suites), 4 ba, pool

Jerome Preston
Realtor/CalBRE#01500105
Jeromepreston7@gmail.com

Sonia Bravo
Lic# 01983424

661-342-6474

BIG JOE'SBIG JOE'S
POOL SERVICEPOOL SERVICE

Shafter/Wasco
Bakersfield

FREE QUOTES
661-314-2697

WANTED!
Old Porsche

356/911/912 for 
restoration by hobbyist 

1948-1998 Only.
Any condition. Top $ paid!
PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE

1-707-339-5994. Email:
Porscherestoration@

yahoo.com
Cal-SCAN

INTER COUNTY 
HEATING & COOLING
REPAIRS * INSTALLATION

Call or Text
Mario 661-428-1064
Jesus 661-203-4297

Se Habla Español
Lic#1043948

CLASSIFIEDS 661-292-5100 TO ADVERTISE661-292-5100 TO ADVERTISE

HOW TO 
ORDER YOUR 
CLASSIFIED

 IN PERSON
Our Offices at 455 Kern 

St., Suite E. Shafter. 
Open 9:00 a.m.

 to 1:00 p.m.

BY  M AIL
 Ma il your ad, or 

prepayment to our office: 
Shafter Press, P.O. Box  

789, Shafter, CA 93263, 
 661-292-5100

BY FAX
Fax your ad to 
661-292-5077.

ONLINE
Send an email 
to classified@

theshafterpress.com or 
classified@wascotrib.com

HOW  T O 
A DVERTISE

 E FFECTIVELY AND
 E CONOMICALLY

  Our  s ales representatives 
are pleased to help 
you compose the most 
effective ad at a minimum 
cost. Here are two key 
points to remember about 
your ads:
  1 .  If it’s an item you’re 
selling, remember to include 
as much information as 
possible The more potential 
buyers know about the item 
you have for sale ,  the more 
interest they have in calling 
you.
  2 .  Our reputation for 
Classified Advertising 

results is excellent. But not 
every potential buyer will 
read your ad on the same 
day. The majority of our 
private party advertisers 
take advantage of our 
discount rates. This simply 
means that you order your 
ad for  two  consecutive 
issues, but should you 
get the results you desire 
before the ad has expired, 
you may call and cancel the 
ad and be refunded for the 
days the ad did not appear. 
Except for GR  – no refunds 
or changes accepted.

GENERAL POLICY
 1. Rates and deadlines 
subject to change without 
notice.
 2. The Shafter Press and 
Wasco Tribune make every 
effort to avoid errors in 
advertisements. Each 
ad is carefully read back 
for approval. However, 
mistakes sometimes slip 
through. We ask that you 
check your ad carefully. If 
you should find an error, 
report it to the Classified 
Department right away by 
calling  661-292-5100 and 
asking for Classified. We 
regret that we cannot be 
responsible for more than 
one incorrect publication 
if you do not call the error 
to our attention. The 
Shafter Press and Wasco 
Tribune cannot be liable 
for an amount greater than 
the amount paid for such 
advertising.

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS.

PASTOR'S CORNER

VISIT US ONLINE!  
SHAFTERPRESS.COM & WASCOTRIB.COM

Student & Family Support
 Services Secretary 

M-F 8 hrs/day, 12-month position  
Minimum qualifications: High school diploma 

or equivalent, supplemented by business 
school, at least one year of college, and/
or equivalent work experience. Ability to 

communicate effectively in oral and written 
forms in both English and Spanish. 

Expanded Learning 
Activity Leader  

Minimum qualifications for Activity Leaders: 
AA Degree or 48 Semester Units or a CODESP 
Paraprofessional Certificate (to schedule the 

Paraprofessional Exam call 746-8612).

RICHLAND
SCHOOL DISTRICT
Coaching positions: Volleyball, 
Basketball, Soccer, and Track  

Appropriate Teaching Credential or Activity 
Supervisor Clearance Certificate, and CPR/ 

AED & First Aid Certification Required 
Health Aide - Student Support 

(Temporary position 2022-23 School Year)
6 hrs/day  

Yard Duty Supervisor - 3. 75 hrs/ day  
Minimum Qualifications for the Health Aide 

and Yard Duty positions: High School diploma 
or equivalent

To review the essential job functions and apply, 
visit the Richland School District website at: 

www.rsdshafter.org
Equal Opportunity Employer

To review the essential job functions and apply, 
visit the Richland School District website at: 

www.rsdshafter.org 
Equal Opportunity Employer

 7                        EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Staff Accountant
($2,093.22- $ 2,671.54 Biweekly)

To review the essential job 
functions and apply, please 
contact the City of Wasco 

Human Resources located at 746 
8th Street, Wasco, CA, 93280 or 
download an application and job 
description via the city website 

at www.cityofwasco.org. 
The City of Wasco is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer. 
Open Until Filled

 7                        EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

PASTOR CHAD GIVENS
Canyon Hills Shafter

Your ability to encourage others is the 
support and hope that they need.  Paul 
spent a lot of his time doing just that, en-
couraging his fellow believers through the 
places he visited and where he was headed 
to. In fact, Paul tells us in Hebrews 10:25 
(New Living Translation), “And let us not 
neglect our meeting together, as some people 
do, but encourage one another, especially now 
that the day of his return is drawing near.”

Church is a critical component to the 
encouragement of believers; however, it 
goes well beyond the walls of a church. 
Paul tells us in Romans 1:9 that he prayed 
for the people daily, bringing their needs 
to God, and continued to spread the good 
news about God’s son, Jesus. What I find 
interesting here is that Paul spent his 
time encouraging others, lifting them up 

through prayer, and talking about their 
faith to others. 

Paul was in his community encourag-
ing others to fight the good fight, to perse-
vere. Church is not meant to be held with-
in the confinement of walls, but rather, 
God’s word is intended to reach the com-

munity around us, through prayer and 
faith, encouraging all to know that God 
has a plan for their lives!

I know the power of encouragement 
through my children.The ability we have 
as parents to speak life into their situation 
and ensure that they know they are loved 
and have the opportunity afforded to 
them through our voice – that is powerful.  
Daily we encourage our children in all the 
things they put their hands to that they 
have God-given talent, and that they have 
a future, because after all, that is exactly 
what the Bible teaches us. 

But it goes beyond this. We encourage 
their friends, their parents, their friend’s 
friends and so on. Furthermore, we share 
this with our community daily, that they 
have a hope and a future in Christ as well 
( Jeremiah 29:11).  

Taking the time to encourage others 
is a way to uplift someone who may very 

well be down and out. Your words of grat-
itude and love could be exactly what may 
be missing in someone’s life, the thing that 
keeps people moving in a forward direc-
tion. Words of affirmation are powerful 
in that they bring to light the qualities of 
a person in a positive manner to let them 
know that others do indeed care. Imagine 
a world that speaks positive life into others 
instead of tearing each other down. The 
future looks brighter when we are working 
together for an outcome that speaks of life 
and not death. 

Take a little time out of your day to call 
that person who is on your heart and en-
courage them to keep running the race, 
to keep their head up. Speak words of af-
firmation, of life, into dark situations, and 
work with one another for the betterment 
of our community. Be the light in a dark 
place, a light that is needed to see where 
we are going.

Encouragement for all

Karl F. Clemens Elementary School announced its Super Students for the week. 
Criteria for selection were based on significant math improvement, showing 
kindness to all friends, respect and hard work, following class procedures, 
helping other students understand new concepts and improving learning 
English. Pictured in the front row from right are school counselor Lisa Hill, Briseis 
Raya (5th grade), Victoria Bautista (4th grade), Anthony Ramirez (3rd grade), 
Raul Alvarez (2nd grade), Myriam C. Maya (1st grade) Kaia Jaime (kindergarten) 
and 1st grade teacher Rosario Alvarado

This week's Super 
Students at Karl ClemensMeet Ohtani and fall in love

PET OF THE WEEK
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PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

Fictitious Business Name 
Abandonment Statement

Alvarez Party Rental 
1140 8th Place
Wasco, CA 93280
County: KERN
Mailing address of business:
1140 8th Place
Wasco, CA 93280
Belem Rodriguez
1140 8th Place
Wasco, CA 93280
Business was conducted by: 
Individual
/s/Belem Rodriguez, Owner
Original FBN Statement File 
Number: 2024-B4696
Original FBN Statement Filed on: 
07/29/2024
This statement of Abandonment 
filed on: 08/26/2024

Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Torralba
   Publish Wasco Tribune September 
26, October 3, 10, 17, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
Qualcare IPA
2024-B5667

11612 Bolthouse Drive, Suite 210
Bakersfield, CA 93311
County: Kern
11612 Bolthouse Drive, Suite 210
Bakersfield, CA 93311
Qualcare, Inc., A Professional
Medical Corporation
11612 Bolthouse Drive, Suite 210
Bakersfield, CA 
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: 

Corporation*
Date the business commenced: 
12/17/2023
/s/Edward Nichols, M.D. President
Date Statement Filed: 09/12/2024
Date Statement Expires: 
09/12/2029
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: M Cedeno
Publish Wasco Tribune September 
26, October 3, 10, 17, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF WASCO

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Invitation to Bid For:

ITB NO. 2024-04 WATER QUALITY 
LABORATORY SERVICES

Bids will be accepted at the Office of 
the City Clerk of the City of Wasco, 

located at 746 8th Street, Wasco, 
California, from October 17, 2024, 
until November 20, 2024, at 2:00 pm. 
The bids will be publicly opened and 
read on November 20, 2024, at 2:00 
pm.
Proposal forms for this work are 
entitled:
SPECIFICATIONS FOR:
ITB NO. 2024-04 WATER QUALITY 
LABORATORY SERVICES
General work description:  The 
City of Wasco, represented by the 
Public Works Division, is currently 
looking for qualified contractors to 
submit sealed bids and proposals 
to provide comprehensive water 
quality testing services. The selected 
contractor will be responsible for 
conducting testing of both water 
and wastewater. Interested parties 
are invited to submit their bids at the 

City of Wasco's City Hall, located at 
746 8th Street in Wasco, California. 
The submission period starts on 
October 16, 2024.
Proposals are required for the entire 
work described herein.
Proposals must be submitted as 
outlined in the Invitation to Bid 
provided by the City of Wasco. All 
documents submitted in compliance 
with the requirements of this bid 
package and the contract must be 
scannable and photocopiable.
This contract is subject to state 
contract nondiscrimination and 
compliance requirements pursuant 
to Government Code, Section 12990.  
Inquiries or questions based on 
alleged patent ambiguity of the 
plans, specifications, or estimate 
must be communicated as a 
bidder inquiry prior to bid opening.  

Any such inquiries or questions, 
submitted after bid opening, will not 
be treated as a bid protest. Technical 
questions should be directed to 
Alberto Martinez via 
email at Cityclerk@cityofwasco.org.
Bid documents can be acquired after 
noon on October 16, 2024, from:
wCITY OF WASCO
746 8th Street, WASCO, CA 93280
(661) 758-7215
An additional charge of ten dollars 
($10.00) per set will be made for 
mailing.
OR Email CITYCLERK@
CITYOFWASCO.ORG to request a 
PDF copy of the RFP at no-charge.
CITY OF WASCO, DEPUTY CITY 
CLERK    /s/ Monica Flores 
DATED 10/14/2024
Publish Wasco Tribune October 17, 
2024

DROP YOUR RATE BY 2%

AS LOW AS

4.99% APR*

APPLICANTS WHO: 1) HAVE FINANCED AN AUTO AT ANOTHER LENDER WITHIN THE LAST 12 MONTHS, 2) HAVE NO LATE PAYMENTS ON THAT LOAN, AND 3) ARE CURRENTLY
EMPLOYED (VERIFICATION REQUIRED), ARE PREQUALIFIED TO REFINANCE THEIR AUTO LOAN WITH STRATA CREDIT UNION AT A RATE EQUAL TO 2.0% BELOW THEIR CURRENT APR,
SUBJECT TO A MINIMUM APR OF 4.99%*. THE ORIGINAL LOAN TERM WILL NOT BE EXTENDED. APPLICANTS WITH AUTO LOANS AT ANOTHER LENDER ORIGINATED MORE THAN 12

MONTHS AGO MAY ALSO BE ELIGIBLE FOR REFINANCE SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. OFFER DOES NOT APPLY TO EXISTING STRATA CREDIT UNION AUTO LOANS. OFFER IS
AVAILABLE 09/30/2024 THROUGH 11/27/2024, SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. STRATA CREDIT UNION MEMBERSHIP AND A SHARE SAVINGS ACCOUNT WITH A MINIMUM DEPOSIT

OF $5 IS REQUIRED. FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA.

*ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE (APR) OF 4.99% INCLUDES A .25% DISCOUNT FOR AUTOMATIC PAYMENTS FROM A STRATA CREDIT UNION CHECKING ACCOUNT. IF AUTOMATIC
PAYMENTS ARE CANCELED, THE INTEREST WILL INCREASE BY .25% WITH A CORRESPONDING INCREASE IN THE PAYMENT. FOR A $10,000.00 AUTO LOAN FOR A TERM OF 60

MONTHS WITH A 4.99% APR, THE MONTHLY PAYMENT WILL BE $188.67. WITHOUT THE AUTOMATIC PAYMENT DISCOUNT THE INTEREST RATE IS 5.24% APR AND THE MONTHLY
PAYMENT WILL BE $189.81.

 661.327.9461
Give Us A Call

VALID 9.30.24 TO 11.27.24
Originating loan must be from a different Lender

Visit Us Online
www.stratacu.org

attending PTA meetings and school con-
ferences and taking on leadership roles. 
Other parents encouraged him to run 
for the City Council, which became the 
impetus for his decision. From there, he 
never looked back – he says it was the best 
decision he ever made.

He is the president of the Lions Club, and 
a man of faith as a member of La Rosa de Sa-
ron Church. He has three daughters – Alexis 
Neri, Jessica Hamill and Hannah Garza – 
who all live in Shafter, and he is an enthusi-
astic grandfather of six. He has been happily 
married to his wife, Martha, for 35 years.

Alvarado is an out-of-the-box thinker. 
When he started as a councilman in 2008, 

he was told it would cost $80,000 to repair 
the restroom at Rodriguez Park, which 
was boarded up because it had been van-
dalized. He reached out to a local pastor. 
“Pastor Seymore got ahold of Teen Chal-
lenge, and they did all of the labor, and the 
city bought the parts. To get that restroom 
up and running was one of my personal 
goals, and we did it. It’s an accomplish-
ment as a councilman that I am proud of.”

Another accomplishment he can point 
to is spearheading the creation of Veteran’s 
Park and moving the Gladiators football 
team from Kirschenmann Park, where they 
trained; it wasn’t a proper place for them to 
practice, so that pushed him more to have 
the park be a place for soccer teams to play 

and a place for the Gladiators to practice and 
store their equipment. The city bought half 
of the land, while the other half belonged to 
the Richland School District. Soccer players 
playing on dirt fields at the park approached 
him, knowing he was on the council and 
aware of what he had done at Rodriguez 
Park, and asked him to create a new park. 
Although delayed initially because of fund-
ing and an issue about splitting costs be-
tween the city and the school district, he 
persistently pushed the issue. 

Eventually, grants were secured, a 
house on the site was demolished and new 
storage was built, moving the Gladiators 
to what is now Veterans Park. He takes 
satisfaction in enhancing the quality of life 

for Shafter residents by providing spaces 
for families to gather for recreation and 
healthy living.

He can also point to the city’s skate 
park: “I want to thank the current mayor 
[Chad Givens] for acknowledging me for 
getting it done. It’s something I wanted to 
do years back, but the council then didn’t 
agree. As years went by, we finally got the 
skate park. And now, after all the time that 
has gone by, he acknowledged that I was 
the one that spearheaded that at the rib-
bon cutting.”

His message to the people of Shafter: “I 
want to thank you for the opportunity for 
allowing me to serve the community be-
cause Shafter is a great place to live.”

Gilbert Alvarado wants to continue the work
From Page 1

to town. Bond funds would also allow for 
new classrooms that support CTE path-
ways such as construction, public safety 
and public health. 

Tallon acknowledges that any increased 
tax burden to a homeowner should be 
carefully considered. "It is a $35.4 mil-
lion bond that will cost a homeowner $30 
per $100,000 of assessed value. So, for a 
homeowner who purchased a home for 
$300,000, the bond would cost $7.50 per 
month."  

 "This bond, if passed, would allow us 
to offer Wasco students the same types of 
facilities you see almost everywhere else 
throughout the county."   

Tallon also highlighted the positive im-

pact of a previous bond measure in 2008 
that allowed for the transformation of about 
70% of the campus. The district believes 
Measure D would have a similar effect. "The 
Board of Trustees passed a resolution to run 
this bond after gathering extensive commu-
nity feedback through surveys, including 
input from parents," he said.

 Wasco High School Principal Rusvel 
Prado shared his excitement about the 
potential changes, saying, "If Measure D 
is passed, it will be a game-changer for 
Wasco High School. I am incredibly ex-
cited about the potential improvements it 
will bring to enhance student safety, pro-
vide access to resources and prepare our 
students for successful careers. This bond 
represents a significant investment in the 

future of our school, ensuring that our stu-
dents and staff have the support they need 
to thrive in a safe, modern and dynamic 
learning environment."  

Tallon emphasized, "It's a need, and we 
want to share that need with the commu-

nity. Ultimately, it's their decision, but this 
would greatly enhance the educational ex-
perience for Wasco students for decades."   

The last day to register to vote for the 
Nov. 5 election is Monday, Oct. 21. To 
register, visit registertovote.ca.gov.

Career ed, gym would benefit from bond
From Page 1

The girls locker room in the Washigh High gym is showing its age – over 70 years old.


